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ethnicity. Indian, Chinese, and Dominican neighborhoods 
may have non-English street signs and newspapers, ethnic 
restaurants, culture-specific houses of worship, and clothing 
styles that reflect the ethnic subculture.

Census 2010 data show the ethnic ancestry of millions 
of Americans and their distribution across the United 
States. Those with German ancestry make up the largest 
group at almost 50 million, followed by African Americans 
at 41 million, Irish at 36 million, Mexican at 32 million, 
and English at 30 million. Twenty million claim 
“American” as their ancestry. American Indians and Alaska 
Natives, the original Americans, make up about 5 million 
people (O’Connor, Lubin, and Spector 2013).

Figure 8.3 shows where each ethnic group, by county, 
has the largest concentration, though this does not neces-
sarily mean the group makes up more than 50% of the 
population of that county.

Multiracial Populations:  
Immigration, Intermarriage,  
and Personal Identification
“Push” factors drive people from some countries, and 
“pull” factors draw them to other countries. The most 
common push-pull factors today are job opportunities, the 
desire for security, individual liberties, and availability of 
medical and educational opportunities. The target coun-
tries of migrants are most often in North America, 
Australia, or Western Europe, and the highest emigration 
rates are from Africa, Eastern Europe, Central Asia, and 
South and Central America.

Immigration into the United States from every con-
tinent has led to a very diverse population, with 13% of 
the current U.S. population born elsewhere (Grieco et 
al. 2012). As Figure 8.4 reveals, among the Black popu-
lation, the foreign born have tripled in number since 
1980. Today, almost 1 out of 10 (8.7%) are foreign born. 
About half are from the Caribbean (Monica Anderson 
2015).

With new immigration, increasing rates of intermar-
riage, and many more individuals claiming multiracial 
identification, color lines are changing (DaCosta 2007;  
J. Lee and Bean 2004, 2007). In 2012, almost 1 in 5 
Americans under 18 were identified with two or more 
racial groups (Alpert 2013). Figure 8.5 illustrates the cur-
rent ethnic group distribution and projections for the 
future for the United States.

Some scholars, such as Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, say 
that the United States is moving from a Black–White 
racial hierarchy to a three-tiered racial hierarchy,  
with the top positions held by “Whites ‘traditional’ 
Whites; new ‘White’ immigrants; and, in the near future, 
assimilated Latinos, some multiracials [light-skinned 
ones], and individual members of other groups [some 
Asian Americans, etc.]” (Bonilla-Silva and Embrick 
2005:33). Next will come a middle group consisting  
of “honorary Whites (most light-skinned Latino Americans, 
Japanese Americans, Korean Americans, Asian Indian 
[Americans], Chinese Americans, the bulk of multira-
cials . . . and most Middle Eastern Americans” (Bonilla-
Silva and Embrick 2005:33). The bottom group, the 
“collective Black,” will contain Black Americans, dark-
skinned Latino Americans, Vietnamese Americans, 
Cambodian Americans, Laotian Americans, and maybe 
Filipino Americans. The lines are shifting, but the racial 
hierarchy remains (Bonilla-Silva 2009; Bonilla-Silva and 
Embrick 2005).

One constant frustration for Blacks is being pulled over for DWB—
driving while Black. Blacks are many times more likely to be stopped, 
humiliated, and even endangered than are Whites.
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